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we have made last up to the present. Everything
was given by count, two or three prunes, or 5 or 6
raisins to one patient; this was restoring life to him.
Our medicines produced effects which dazzled the
whole country, and yet I leave you to imagine what
sort of medicines they were! A little bag of senna
served over 50 persons; they asked us for it on every
side; and sometimes the joke of it was that if the pa-
tient found himself troubled by a retention of urine,
our medicine acted only as a specific for that ailment.
Simon Baron rendered us good service at this time;
for, having learned before at Chibou, during a period
of like necessity, to handle the lancet, he did not fail
to exercise it here throughout the winter, and lan-
cets [78] were more deficient with us than was good
will with him, and on the part of our Savages the
desire to be bled, as they had seen the good effects
of it in the recovery of several persons who had been
almost given up. If it was only at that time that we
began to occupy ourselves entirely in succoring them,
it was not because they had not been some time be-
fore attacked by the disease, for our cabin was still
sound and healthy when there were already sick peo-
ple in our village and at la Rochelle. On the 29th of
September, from which time the disease began to
spread, two old men came to see the Father Superior
about calling an assembly to offer public prayers to
drive away the contagion, and to send it elsewhere,
as they expressed it. The Father thereupon in-
structed them, and granted their request, but it could
not be carried out at once, as the greater part of them
were away fishing. We assisted them from that time
forward, principally in spiritual matters; but, as for
the rest, we used some reserve. Children of the



